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Why SUSTENLANDIA 
CEO Forum?



SUSTENLANDIA CEO Forum was born out of a need to challenge the 
existing sustainability narratives in the Romanian business 

landscape. As leaders, it is our responsibility to transform the way 
today’s economy works. To do so, we need action-oriented 

inspiration, pragmatic empowerment and a fresh vision for the 
future. 

Facing a triple planetary crisis-climate change, biodiversity loss, and 
pollution – demands action-oriented strategies and pragmatic 

empowerment to ensure economic and social resilience. As companies 
move from business-as-usual toward sustainability, embracing ESG 

principles and committed leadership becomes essential to achieving 
long-term success.



The presence of local business leaders at the SUSTENLANDIA 
CEO FORUM was crucial for driving the necessary changes 
toward a sustainable economy. We were truly honored to 

welcome John Elkington and Wayne Visser, two globally 
renowned figures in the field of sustainability. This was an 

unique opportunity to learn directly from sustainability 
pioneers and engage with other local leaders in meaningful 

discussions about the challenges and solutions for 
accelerating the shift from business as usual to sustainable 

business practices.
Unfortunately, sustainability remains a priority for only a 

minority within the local business community. We hope our 
event served as a catalyst—a much-needed spark—to help us 

realize that sustainability is here to stay and that it is the 
responsibility of corporate leaders to drive the positive change 

our society urgently needs.

DRAGOȘ TUȚĂ MIHAYLOV 
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT SUSTAINABILITY EMBASSY IN ROMANIA



SPEAKERS &
TOPICS



Driving 
Sustainable 
Leadership: 

Global Vision & 
Local Impact

Top Executives Leading Key Industries in 
Romania

• Top challenges, harsh realities, and inconvenient truths every 
business leader must confront.

• Actionable insights for navigating the transition from 
business as usual to sustainable business models.

Global Sustainability Pioneers for the 
First Time in Romania

John Elkington - The Godfather of Sustainability and creator of 
The Triple Bottom Line concept

Wayne Visser - Cambridge pre-academic and best-selling 
author

Charly Cox - Co-Founder Climate Change Coaches (certified B 
Corp) & author 

• Influential CEOs and C-suite leaders from strategic 
sectors of the Romanian economy.

• Visionary entrepreneurs and decision-makers driving 
innovation in sustainability.

Addressing Critical Challenges for 
Business Leaders



SPEAKERS 

JOHN ELKINGTON

• Named the ‘Godfather of Sustainability’
• World authority on corporate responsibility 

and regenerative capitalism
• Bestselling author, co-author of +20 books 

and creator of the ‘Tripple Bottom Line’ 
concept -- the most renowned concept in 
sustainable business management

• Founding Partner and Chief Pollinator of 
Volans

• Globally recognized speaker, professor and 
advisor in +70 boards and advisory boards



SPEAKERS 

WAYNE VISSER

• Globally recognized “pracademic”, poet and 
possibilist on the impact of business on 
nature and society

• Top 100 influencers on CSR and sustainable 
business

• Top 100 thought-leader in trustworthy 
business

• Top 10 most influential faculty thinkers on 
issues of responsible business in social media

• Top 100 sustainability leader
• Author of 44 books 



SPEAKERS 

CHARLY COX

• Award-winning climate change coach 
• Founder of Climate Change Coaches - a 

company that accelerates the green 
transition through coaching and training

• Co-author of the first book on climate 
change coaching

• Director on the Board of Oxfordshire 
Business First

• Entrepreneur in Residence at Oxford Brookes 
University

• Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts

http://www.obfirst.org.uk
http://www.obfirst.org.uk


Local Speakers

CORPORATE AFFAIRS AND 
COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR, 

KAUFLAND ROMÂNIA & MOLDOVA

VALER HANCAȘ ADELA JANSSEN ȘTEFAN BUCIUC NICHOLAS RICHARD

BOARD & ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBER, ASSOCIATED PROFESSOR  

BUCHAREST BUSINESS SCHOOL, 
ANGEL INVESTOR

CEO BCR SOCIAL FINANCE
&

HEAD OF SOCIAL BANKING BCR

BOARD MEMBER OF FOREIGN 
INVESTORS COUNCIL (FIC) 

&
CEO ENGIE ROMANIA



EVENT 
HIGHLIGHTS



Key Insights & Highlights  

ON BEING FUTURE PROOF 
JOHN ELKINGTON

• Core Principles: Advocated for Responsibility, 
Resilience, and Regeneration as the foundation of 
future sustainability efforts.

• Regeneration Focus: Emphasized the need for 
businesses to integrate regenerative practices into 
operations and supply chains.

• Green Innovations: Mentioned solar, wind energy, 
and battery storage as transformative "green 
swans" driving positive change.

• Future Perspective: Warned of rapid changes in 
the next 15 years and urged companies to prepare 
through green innovation. 

• Leadership Role: Urged business leaders to 
embrace responsibility and catalyze systemic 
sustainable transformation, despite opposition to 
ESG standards. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TLQugNyKEc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TLQugNyKEc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TLQugNyKEc


Key Insights & Highlights  

ON RETHINKING SYSTEMS 
FOR A THRIVING FUTURE

WAYNE VISSER

• Systemic Approach: Companies must transition from 
resource degradation to continuous restoration, 

emphasizing regeneration through innovation and 
adaptability.

• Transformative Technologies:
Highlighted ten key technologies driving change, 
including solar energy, electric
vehicles, green hydrogen, and artificial intelligence.

• Resilience in Business: Resilience should
be integrated across all aspects of
business operations, from supply chains to innovation.

• Call to Action: Sustainability is no longer optional 
but a critical investment forlong-term economic 
and social benefits.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d70uPZsthaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d70uPZsthaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d70uPZsthaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d70uPZsthaQ


Key Insights & Highlights  

ON PIONEERING PROGRESS 
AND DRIVING CHANGE 

TOGETHER

CHARLY COX

• Core Principles: Embracing regenerative 
principles may feel gradual, but their impact is 
transformative.

• Regeneration Focus: Each country can play a 
vital role in the economy of the future. 

• Green Innovations: These innovations are 
essential pillars of the future economy. 
Companies should switch from a short-term 
mindset to a focus on the long-term life of the 
company. 

• Leadership Role: Encouraged leaders to ask 
themselves “What do they want their legacy to 
be?” and to make sure that it reflects courage, 
accountability and forward-thinking innovation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XotqEDyj7C4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XotqEDyj7C4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XotqEDyj7C4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XotqEDyj7C4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XotqEDyj7C4


Emphasized the importance of local leadership, 
asserting that Romanian leaders should not 
underestimate their potential compared to 

international markets. They must fully embrace their 
responsibilities and maximize their impact within 

their areas of influence.

Key Insights & Highlights 
from a Local Perspective 

CORPORATE AFFAIRS AND 
COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR, 

KAUFLAND ROMÂNIA & MOLDOVA

VALER HANCAȘ



Spoke about governance as a competitive 
advantage, essential for a sound sustainability 

transition. She emphasized the need for appropriate 
structures, systems, and procedures at both 

executive and board levels.

BOARD & ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBER, ASSOCIATED PROFESSOR 
bucharest business school, angel 

investor

ADELA JANSEN

Key Insights & Highlights 
from a Local Perspective 



Highlighted the importance of building a culture of 
collaboration, which is still underdeveloped in 

Romania. He emphasized that leaders should set 
examples for their teams, engage with society, and 

remain connected to their surrounding communities.

CEO, BCR SOCIAL FINANCE & HEAD 
OF SOCIAL BANKING, BCR

ȘTEFAN BUCIUC

Key Insights & Highlights 
from a Local Perspective 



Discussed energy sector challenges, stressing that the 
future of energy must be green, resilient, and 

accessible. ENGIE aims for Net Zero by 2045, with a 
focus on providing competitively priced energy while 

ensuring universal access to this vital resource.

BOARD MEMBER, FOREIGN 
INVESTORS COUNCIL & CEO, ENGIE 

ROMANIA

NICOLAS RICHARD

Key Insights & Highlights 
from a Local Perspective 



Key Insights & Highlights



Reception hosted by the British 
Embassy in Bucharest

We had the pleasure of hosting an inspiring reception as 
part of the SUSTENLANDIA CEO FORUM, organized by 

Ambasada Sustenabilității în România on Thursday evening. 
It was an incredible opportunity to discuss the vital role of 
corporate sustainability in shaping a better future with top 

experts from the UK, John Elkington, Wayne Visser and 
Charly Cox, together with distinguished guests from the 

business environment. 

Together, we’re making strides toward a more sustainable 
world.

Giles Portman, British Ambassador to Romania 



AUDIENCE &
COMMUNITY IMPACT



SUSTENLANDIA 
CEO FORUM

IN NUMBERS

Attendees (live and online)+200

+50   Media appearances

+ 10  

+ 490k DOOH Reach

DOOH Spots 

+ 20k Social Media Reach & 
Impressions

+ 30 Business communities, 
associations and schools 
(local and international)



SUSTENLANDIA 
CEO FORUM

Communication Campaign

DOOH CAMPAIGN (July - October)

TEASING & 
REVEAL

1.02 M Media appearances on 89 
screens in Bucharest

4.15 M DOOH impressions 

+ 10k
reach 

Online channels (ours + 
partners) 

PR Blitz 250 wine bottles branded 
with Sustenlandia reached 
CEOs in Romania 



THE CONCEPT

For SUSTENLANDIA CEO Forum 2024, we’ve 
embraced an unconventional and thought-
provoking approach to communicating the 
campaign. Instead of the typical corporate 

messaging, we’ve chosen to deliver powerful, 
heartfelt messages from an unexpected 

source—today’s children, who represent the 
leaders of tomorrow. These voices speak 

directly to current business leaders, 
challenging them to consider the long-term 

impact of their decisions.

This campaign is not just a call to action—it’s 
a reflection of the very values we strive to 

protect for generations to come.





WHO 
ATTENDED?

Chief Sustainability Officers & 
Sustainability Managers

Entrepreneurs & Decision 
makers from visionary 
SMEs from Romania 

C-Suite Representatives 
from major companies in 
Romania 

High-level 
representatives from the 
most relevant business 
associations & schools in 
Romania 

Passionates about the 
sustainability field



AUDIENCE & 
COMMUNITY IMPACT



AUDIENCE & 
COMMUNITY IMPACT



AUDIENCE & 
COMMUNITY IMPACT



AUDIENCE & COMMUNITY 
IMPACT



AUDIENCE & COMMUNITY 
IMPACT



AUDIENCE & COMMUNITY 
IMPACT



10.000 copies distributed via Inmedio & 
Relay, with direct distribution to top-tier 

companies

9.500 copies, targeting an 
audience aged 30-55, with 

nationwide reach across all major 
cities in Romania.

FREE MEDIA EXPOSURE
In leading business publications with national 

coverage

https://energymagazine.ro/energy-expo-colaborarea-si-inovarea-esentiale-pentru-evolutia-sectorului-energetic/
https://www.revistabiz.ro/wayne-visser-sustenabilitate-pentru-prosperitate/


RRI a well-established broadcaster with 
a targeted international audience,  
promoting Romanian culture and 

perspectives to the world.

FREE MEDIA EXPOSURE

9.500 copies, targeting an audience 
aged 30-55, with nationwide reach 
across all major cities in Romania.

In leading business publications with national 
coverage

https://www.revistabiz.ro/john-elkington-de-la-responsabilitate-la-regenerare/


WHO MADE IT 
HAPPEN?



WHO MADE IT 
HAPPEN?

Event organized 
by

In partnership 
with

https://ambasadasustenabilitatii.ro
https://www.thecsragency.ro


OUR 
PARTNERS



Partners 
Insights



OUR PARTNERS



OUR SUPPORTERS



VALUED PARTNERS



SEE YOU AT 
SUSTENLANDIA 

CEO FORUM 2025!
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